COOLIES   CARRYING   SACKS   OF   PEPPERCORNS   TO   A  BARGE

The soil of Borneo is sufficiently fertile for almost any tropical product.   The pepper plant

was introduced into the island from India, and large quantities of pepper are produced in

Sarawak; but owing to a disease among the plants the supply is becoming smaller every

year.    The red peppercorns we know are the dried fruit of the plant.

Hose
EFFICIENT MEANS OF TRANSPORT ON A LARGE PEPPER ESTATE

Pepper plants grow best in narrow, sheltered valleys where the damp soil has been fertilized

with fallen leaves.   Some of the estates in Sarawak are so vast that light railways are needed

to transport the sacks of peppercorns quickly and easily to the storehouses.   Sarawak also

exports sago, oil, rubber, rattan, gold and illippi nuts.
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